EAL GANGADHAR TjjLAK
him when he acts. Into his wider*fie!d in the troubled
Swadeshi times he carried the same qualities and the
same power of democratic leadership.
It is equally a mistake to think of Mr. Tilak as
by nature a revolutionary leader; that is not his cha-
racter or his political temperament. The Indian -
people generally, with the possible exception of
emotional and idealistic Bengal, have nothing or
very little of the revolutionary temper; they can be
goaded to revolution, like any and every people on
the face of the earth, but they have no natural dis-
position towards it. They are capable of large ideals
and fervent enthusiasms, sensitive in feeling and
liable to gusts of passionate revolt which are easily
appeased by even an appearance of concession; but
iiaturally they are conservative in temperament aoad
deliberate in action. Mr. Tilak, though a strong-
willed rrran and a fighter by nature, has this much of
the ordinary Indian temperament, that with a large
mind open to progressive ideas he unites a conservative
temperament strongly in touch with the sense of his
people. In a free India he would probably have figured
as an advanced Liberal statesman eager for national
progress arid greatness, but as careful of every step
as firm and decided in it and always seeking to cany
the conservative instinct of the nation with fon* in
every change. He is besides a bom Parliamentarian,
a leader for the assembly, though always in touch